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Chapter 1 The Big Winner 

 

1. In the first chapter Peter Hatcher says that his 2 ½  year old brother 

is his biggest problem.  What would you say that your biggest problem 

is right now?  This could be a sibling, a parent, and subject in school, 

or even a friend.  In twenty words or more, explain your biggest 

problem. (Understanding/Applying) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2  Mr. and Mrs. Juicy-O 

 

1. The title of chapter 2 is “Mr. and Mrs. Juicy-O.”  Who do you think 

Mr. and Mrs. Juicy-O will turn out to be? (Prediction/Evaluating) 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Fudge did lots of things to get on the Yarby’s nerves.  Think of 3 

adjectives they might use to describe Fudge’s personality. 

(Remembering/Understanding) 

 

________________, _________________, _________________ 

 

 

3.  Mr. Hatcher and Peter both admitted they really never liked drinking 

Juicy-O.  If you could create a new juice, what would you call it?  

What ingredients would you use to make the new juice? (Creating) 
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Chapter 3: The Family  Dog 

 

1. Imagine that you were responsible for getting Fudge to eat.  What 

interesting ideas can you come up with that would encourage him to 

eat like a real person again? (Sequence, Evaluate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Mr. Hatcher used a very nontraditional way to punish Fudge for 

refusing to eat.  Do you agree or disagree with his method of “Eat it 

or wear it!”  Choose a side and defend your choice.  Write 3 reasons 

why pouring cereal on Fudge’s head was a good idea or 3 reasons why 

pouring cereal on his head was a bad way to handle this situation. 

(Evaluate/Classify) 

 

Good Idea  NOT Good Idea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 My Brother the Bird 

 

1. Mrs. Hatcher blames Peter for Fudge’s accident.  Do you think this is 

fair or not?  Although Sheila was in charge, should Peter have been 

paying closer attention to his little brother?  Is the accident Sheila’s 

fault because Mrs. Hatcher left her in charge of Fudge?  Is someone 

else to blame? Choose a side and defend your choice. 
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Who is to blame? 

____________________________________________________ 

Why are they to blame? (Give at least 3 reasons) 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

2. At the end of the chapter Peter’s mother says “I don’t think he’ll try 

to fly again.”  What do you think she meant by this statement? 

I think…________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 5 The Birthday Bash 

 

 

1. Jennie’s mother tells Peter that Jennie likes to bite people.  Peter 

thought this was hard to believe and that Jennie looked so innocent.  

What do you think the word innocent means? (Understanding) 

 

a) harmful  b) peaceful    c) harmless  d) guilty 

 

 

Chapter 6 Fang Hits Town 

 

1. Mrs. Hatcher says that she is embarrassed because Peter’s sock has a 

hole in the toe.  Why do you think she is embarrassed even though it is 

Peter’s sock and not hers?  Explain why you believe she feels this way. 

 

I believe Mrs. Hatcher feels embarrassed because…_____________ 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 
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2. A great way to summarize the events in a story is to use the 

Somebody, Wanted But, So, Then method of retelling.  Use this 

method to retell the events from the Shoe Store. (Understanding)    

 

Somebody: ___________________________________________ 

 

Wanted…______________________________________________ 

 

But…_________________________________________________ 

 

So… _________________________________________________ 

 

Then… _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Chapter 8 The TV Star 

 

Stop reading after page 88 and let students make the following prediction:  

1. Mr. Vincent has chosen Fudge to be the star of the Toddle Bike 

commercial.  Based on what you already know of Fudge, make a 

prediction about what will happen when they film the commercial.  

(Understanding) 

 

If predict Fudge will…____________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

because…_____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Describe how Peter probably feels throughout chapter 8.  Why do 

you think he says that he doesn’t know how anyone would handle his 

brother without him? (Understanding) 

 

I believe Peter feels…____________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________ 

 

because…_____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Chapter 9  Just Another Rainy Day 

 

1. Why do you think Mr. Hatcher wants to keep what happened during 

the weekend from Mrs. Hatcher?  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Chapter 10  Dribble! 

 

1. Now that you have complete the entire book, why do you think the 

author chose the title Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing for this 

book?  (Give at least 1 reason with 3 supporting details) 

 

I believe the author chose the title because…__________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________. 

 

2. If you had to give this book another title, what would you call it?  

Why would your new idea make a good title for this book? 

 

If I had to choose a different title I would call it…______________ 
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____________________________________________________ 

 

 because… _____________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________ 

After you have finished reading the last chapter,  create a NEW book jacket for the book.  The 

book jacket should include: 

 Front Cover: Title, Author, Illustration from the book 

 Back Cover: “Grabber” A message from the author to grab the reader’s attention. 

o Excerpt from the book 

o Book Reviews/Quotes from other readers 

 Inside Front Flap: Summary of the book 

 Inside Back Flap: Choose a character and give more detail for the reader 


