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Brittany married Rory George Robert Naismith in 2010  

at The University of Cambridge in the Gardens at Claire.   

 

Brittany currently works the University of Cambridge, 

where she works in particular with an international 

research network called ‘Converting the Isles’, which 

studies the conversion of the British Isles, Ireland and 

Scandinavia to Christianity in the early Middle Ages. 

Along with coordinating conferences, publications and 

outreach for the Network, she also does her own 

research, publishing on and teaching about Old Norse 

and Old English.  

In October of this year, she will begin her new job at 

the University of Oxford where she will be a Research 

Associate at St. John’s College on a new project called 

‘Interpreting Eddic Poetry’ with colleagues in Oxford 

and Cambridge. 

Brittany received her BA, MPhil, and PhD from the 

University of Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, 

Department of Aglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic.   

While at Cambridge, I was given not only a rigorous 
education by world-renowned scholars, but also incredible 
opportunities to meet fascinating people from all sorts of 
fields, to travel widely and to have fun with my fellow 
students trying new things (even sports, at which I 
remained profoundly untalented).  I also met my husband, 
Rory Naismith, who was one of my classmates.  He is an 
Anglo-Saxon historian and now a Fellow here in Cambridge. 
Brittany’s reflection of her college experience 

I very much enjoyed my high school experience at North Hills. I 

particularly appreciated the small classes, the relaxed and 

engaging atmosphere in the classroom, and the generosity of the 

teachers and administrators in catering for the needs and 

interests of individual students.  I had excellent teachers across 

the board, but always preferred humanities subjects. When I 

decided on the rather unorthodox course of continuing my studies 

in the UK at the University of Cambridge, my teachers – 

particularly Mark Garcia and Bernie Yanelli – went out of their 

way to work with my parents and me to make it happen.  

A huge part of what made life at North Hills so stimulating was 

my classmates. Our class was small, diverse and close-knit, with 

room for us all to be individuals and yet still enjoy each other’s 

company. A few of my high school friendships have continued, 

and even formed, after graduation, despite geographical 

distance. One friend from high school, Stephen Patterson (2004), 

whose father was always one of our favourite teachers, now 

teaches at North Hills himself. Brittany discusses North Hills  

Brittany’s brother, Austin (AJ) Schorn, graduated in 08’ from North Hills. 

Her mother, Carol Schorn, was an avid volunteer and invaluable member 

of the North Hills community.  


